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Joe Arms

Childhood
A hummingbird flaps its wing
and the world stands still.
A cool, summer breeze pushes a swing.
A hummingbird flaps its wing.
I hand you your dandelion ring.
We dream of dancing, of driving, and of drinking till
a hummingbird flaps its wing
and the world stands still.

Adulthood
Hot tears drop to the snow, steaming,
as they hand me your dandelion ring.
I begin to dream of dreaming.
Hot tears drop to the snow steaming.
Your granddaughter won’t stop screaming.
While angels begin to sing,
hot tears drop to the snow steaming
as they hand me your dandelion ring.

Madison Rhymes

Bob and the Best Birthday Gift Ever
Thea had known the day was going to suck. She just hadn’t 

known how. The hands on the bank’s clock indicated that 
another hour had passed. It was going to be a long day.

“Stop giving me that look,” Naomi whispered from behind her. 
After dealing with her sister for some thirty-odd years, she could 
sense Thea’s look of brooding contempt, and she was beginning to 
lose her patience.

“I’m not giving you a look,” Thea hissed back. “This is just the 
face I perpetually give to prissy, paranoid-assed idiots.”

“Language!” Naomi said, offended by her sister’s blatant lack 
of social etiquette. “And I’m the idiot? We wouldn’t be in this mess 
if you knew how to follow basic cooking instructions. The dinner 
for Mom’s birthday could have been done by now.” 

“I told you that I didn’t even wanna be part of our parents’ 
stupid get together in the first place. If you could use a credit 
card like a normal human being, we could have just gone out for 
food instead of needing to buy more ingredients, but noooo! You 
have to go to a bank for change every freakin’ time you leave the 
house.”

“Credit cards leave a trail that enables salespeople to track 
your purchases and makes it harder for you to regulate your 
spending. Using cash is much s-”

Another gun fired in the air. “QUIET!” The robber shouted. 
“And keep still. Nobody try to be a hero.”

The sisters and the others had already been stuck with the 
robbers for two hours now. Thea guessed that the men, with their 
dark clothes and masked faces with large mouth slits, had origi-


